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Official Opening of Sandyford Community Fire Station by  
HRH the Earl of Wessex  

 
1. I am delighted to advise that the official opening of Sandyford Community Fire 
Station took place on 3 May 2011 and was attended by His Royal Highness The Earl 
of Wessex.  
 
The opening included a tour of the new facilities to see what was available to local 
people in that area.  These new facilities would allow the Service and its partners to 
engage more effectively with those they served and provide an opportunity to 
empower and encourage local people to make a real difference to their community. 
 

Uttoxeter Community Fire Station Opens its Doors 
 
2. Firefighters in Uttoxeter had been responding from their new base since February 
2011.  The station opened to the community in April and a number of drop in 
sessions took place over the Easter Holidays on 15, 16, 19 and 20 April and saw 800 
visitors.  Visitors were given a tour of the new station and had the opportunity to find 
out more about the fire and rescue service.  
 
The old fire station was built in 1960 and was designed to keep members of the 
public out - this building was exactly the opposite as it provided a community facility 
that also happened to be a fire station.  It was hoped that the local community would 
embrace the new station.  The building was very impressive with state of the art 
facilities for both the firefighters and the community.  The team had worked 
extremely hard to ensure that this project was delivered on time, to an excellent 
quality and to budget.  Bookings were now being taken for the community room 
which could comfortably accommodate up to 20 people. 
 
Uttoxeter was the fourth in a line of ten new community fire stations being built under 
a private finance initiative (PFI) project.  The consortium delivering the project was 
called Fire Support; the Construction company, Stepnell, constructed the £2.1 million 
building and COFELY Ltd were to provide the ongoing facilities management. 
 
The official opening of the Uttoxeter Community Fire Station will be held on 4 July 
2011.  

 
Cannock Community Fire Station  

 
3. Cannock firefighters moved into their brand new community fire station on Monday 
28 February 2011.  The building costing £4.3 million was also built under the private 
finance initiative (PFI) project.  Cannock is the fifth in a line of ten new community 
fire stations being built under the PFI project.  Four community fire stations have 
already opened in Rising Brook, Sandyford, Tamworth and Uttoxeter.   
 
Demolition of the old fire station has been completed and it was anticipated that the 
training yard and car park will be completed by mid July.  The station will open to the 
community in the summer once the site is completed.  An official opening of the 
Cannock Community Fire Station will take place later in the year.    
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Corporate Safety Plan 2011-14  

 
4. The Corporate Safety Plan 2011-14 combines the Integrated Risk Management 
Plan (Safety Plan) and the Strategic Plan.  The progress of the plan had been 
monitored through the Service Development Panel.  Consultation had taken place 
with members of staff and other key stakeholders.  The views and opinions captured 
during this process had been considered in the formulation of the draft document.  
The external consultation period for the Corporate Safety plan 2011-14 commenced 
on 1 November 2010 and concluded on 31 January 2011.  This covered a wide 
range of consultees including all fire and rescue authorities in England, local 
authorities, partner agencies, focus groups representing members of the public, 
community groups and staff at all levels in the organisation.  The production of the 
easy to read plan had entailed a significant amount of work by both officers and 
Members.    
 
The final document had now been produced and was available on the Authority’s 
web site.  The hard copy document would be circulated to various points around the 
Authority’s Area.    
 

Local Government Pension Scheme Regulations - Draft Statement of  
Employer Discretions 

 
5. The Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) Regulations contained a number 
of discretionary powers.  As an employing authority Staffordshire Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS) was required to formulate and keep under review policy statements 
concerning the exercise of those discretionary powers.  Two policy statements had 
recently been made in accordance with the requirements of the administering 
authority.  These Policy Statements stated that there was no limit on the amount of 
weeks pay used in the calculation of redundancy payments, and that discretionary 
compensation payments would not be made.  The Policy reflected the Authority’s 
chosen approach of minimising redundancy and associated pension costs and 
thereby protecting as many livelihoods as possible.      
 

Report of the Chief Fire Officer/Chief Executive 
 
6. There had been 15 fire casualties in the period October to December 2010, an 
increase of 7 (87.5%) when compared to the same quarter in 2009.   
 
There had been 5 fire deaths during the current quarter.  The trend in fire deaths 
seemed to be linked to the increase in vulnerability and it was therefore important for 
the Service to change its approach to Home Fire Risk Checks and to focus on the 
route causes of vulnerability.  The demographic changes over the next few years 
would mean an increase in the number of elderly vulnerable people.  The “Olive 
Branch” project had made considerable progress in working with partner agencies to 
identify and visit vulnerable persons.  
 
The number of primary fires had decreased from 487 in October – December 2009 
to 477 for the same period in 2010.  There were 3500 primary fires in 2005 
compared to less than 2000 last year.   
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There were 168 accidental dwelling fires for October – December 2010 compared to 
170 in the same quarter of 2009.  Last year was the worst in seven years and this 
continued to be a serious problem and was therefore a high priority for the Safer 
Communities Directorate.   
 
Grass fires had decreased by 39 for the thrid quarter of 2010 when compared to the 
same period in 2009. 
 
Small fires excluding grass fires had dropped from 487 in October – December 2009 
to 392 in the same period for 2010.  This shows a reduction of 95, and was the 
lowest number to date.   
 
The electric blanket campaign, now in its eleventh year, ran between September and 
October 2010.  The partnership with Trading Standards, Morphy Richards and local 
community groups in Staffordshire was aimed at reducing the likelihood of fires 
caused by electric blankets.  The cost to the Service this year was £12,000.  2227 
blankets were tested and 903 failed and were replaced with new blankets compared 
to 824 last year.  Each of the faulty blankets was a potential ignition source.    
 
Firefighters involved in the rescue of a horse that had fallen through ice at Patshull 
Park on Christmas Day 2010 were thanked for their actions by the RSPCA who 
presented commendations to them on 30 March 2011.  
 
The 2011 MORE Awards had again proved successful.  The Awards were held at 
the Moat House, Festival Park.  Mr Peter Davies was presented with the Sonja 
Oatley Award for Members’ involvement in the Community and he has been 
congratulated by the Authority.  
 
The Authority considered a report on the progress of Sprinkler Legislation including 
the Domestic Fire Safety Measures for Wales requiring sprinklers for all new builds; 
the private Members Bill currently passing through parliament and due to go through 
to the third stage; and the involvement by the Service and CFOA in the update of the 
Building Research Establishment report of 2004 which stated that sprinklers were 
not cost effective.   
 
Members of the Authority indicated their support for the Sprinkler Legislation.  Some 
Members expressed their disappointment that the new County Council offices in 
Tipping Street, Stafford would not have sprinklers fitted.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L W Bloomer 
Chairman 


